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The achievement gap continues to plague educational systems worldwide, disproportionately affecting working-
class students. Addressing this requires a fundamental shift in teacher education, moving beyond rote
memorization and standardized testing towards a pedagogy that empowers students and fosters their collective
self-interest. This means training teachers not just to deliver curriculum, but to become agents of social change,
equipped to understand and address the systemic barriers faced by working-class communities. This article
explores a new approach to teacher education: one that cultivates an "attitude" – a critical consciousness and
commitment to social justice – to better serve working-class students.

Understanding the Need for a New Approach
Traditional teacher training often overlooks the lived realities of working-class students. These students
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frequently navigate complex challenges including poverty, systemic racism, and limited access to resources. A
teacher who lacks an understanding of these circumstances, and the historical and ongoing societal structures
that perpetuate them, is poorly equipped to address the unique learning needs of these students. This is where
*critical pedagogy* comes in. It challenges the status quo and empowers teachers to become active participants
in creating more equitable learning environments. The aim is to move beyond simply transmitting knowledge
and instead nurture students' critical thinking skills, encouraging them to question power structures and
advocate for their own well-being and the well-being of their communities. This is crucial for fostering collective
self-interest: empowering students to understand their shared struggles and work together to create change.

The Core Components of "Attitude-Based" Teacher Education
Developing teachers with the right "attitude" requires a multifaceted approach to teacher education. This
includes:

Critical Pedagogy and Social Justice Education: This foundational element emphasizes understanding
social inequalities and their impact on education. Teacher candidates engage in critical analysis of
curriculum, policy, and societal structures to better comprehend how these influence the educational
experiences of working-class students.

Culturally Relevant Pedagogy: Recognizing the diverse cultures and experiences within working-class
communities is paramount. This component focuses on incorporating students' lived experiences into the
curriculum, building upon their existing knowledge and cultural capital. It's not about "lowering
expectations" but about creating a more inclusive and relevant learning environment.

Community Engagement: Teacher candidates actively participate in the communities they will
eventually serve. This allows them to develop meaningful relationships with community members, learn
about local challenges, and understand the cultural context of their future students’ lives. This
engagement builds crucial bridges between school and community, fostering trust and collaboration.

Collective Action and Advocacy: Teachers must be equipped to advocate for their students and their
communities. This involves understanding policy, navigating bureaucratic systems, and mobilizing
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collective action to address systemic inequalities. The education of working-class students benefits greatly
from teachers who act as advocates for increased resource allocation, improved infrastructure, and
equitable policies.

Trauma-Informed Practices: Many working-class students experience various forms of trauma,
impacting their learning and behavior. Training in trauma-informed practices allows teachers to create
supportive and understanding classrooms where students feel safe and respected. It also provides skills to
recognize signs of trauma and implement appropriate interventions.

Implementing Change in Teacher Education Programs
Integrating these components requires a fundamental shift in teacher education programs. This includes:

Curriculum Redesign: Existing curricula need revision to incorporate critical pedagogy, culturally
relevant pedagogy, and social justice frameworks. This may involve adding new courses, incorporating
these perspectives into existing courses, or developing new assessment methods that reflect these values.

Faculty Development: Faculty themselves need professional development to become proficient in
teaching these new approaches. This includes opportunities to engage with relevant scholarship,
participate in workshops, and collaborate with community organizations.

Field Experiences: Field placements need redesign to focus on working with diverse student populations
and engaging in community-based projects. Mentorship from experienced teachers who embody these
values is essential.

Assessment and Evaluation: Assessment methods should reflect the values of the program. This might
include evaluating candidates' engagement in community-based projects, their understanding of social
justice issues, and their ability to apply critical pedagogy in the classroom.
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Benefits and Outcomes of an "Attitude-Based" Approach
This transformative approach to teacher education offers significant benefits:

Improved Student Outcomes: When teachers are equipped to address systemic barriers and understand
the unique needs of working-class students, these students experience improved academic performance,
increased engagement, and higher graduation rates.

Empowered Students: Students develop critical thinking skills, a sense of agency, and the ability to
advocate for their own interests and the interests of their community.

Stronger Communities: When teachers actively engage with the community, it strengthens the bond
between school and community, leading to greater collaboration and support for students and families.

More Equitable Educational Systems: By creating a cadre of teachers committed to social justice, we
move towards a more equitable and just educational system that serves all students, regardless of their
socioeconomic background.

Conclusion
Preparing teachers to educate working-class students in their collective self-interest demands a fundamental
shift in teacher education. By embracing critical pedagogy, culturally relevant pedagogy, community
engagement, and a commitment to social justice, we can cultivate teachers with the necessary "attitude" to
empower students and create more equitable learning environments. This is not merely about improving
teaching methods; it's about transforming the educational system to better serve the needs of all students and
build a more just society.

FAQ
Q1: How can we measure the success of this approach?



Teacher Education With An Attitude Preparing Teachers To Educate Working Class Students In Their Collective Self
Interest

Teacher Education With An Attitude Preparing Teachers To Educate Working Class Students In Their Collective Self
Interest

5

A1: Success can be measured through a variety of metrics, including student academic achievement, improved
attendance and graduation rates, increased student engagement and self-efficacy, and qualitative data gathered
through surveys and interviews with students and teachers. Furthermore, observing changes in teacher
practices and their advocacy efforts within the community offers valuable insights. Analyzing shifts in school
climate and community relations provides additional indicators of the program's effectiveness.

Q2: What are some potential challenges in implementing this approach?

A2: Implementing this approach faces challenges such as resistance to change from some teachers and
administrators, a lack of resources and funding, difficulties in integrating critical pedagogy into existing
curricula, and the potential for political backlash against social justice initiatives. Addressing these challenges
requires strong leadership, ongoing professional development, effective communication, and building coalitions
with community partners.

Q3: How can we ensure that this approach doesn’t inadvertently lead to lower standards for working-
class students?

A3: This approach does *not* advocate for lowering standards. It advocates for raising standards in a way that is
equitable and relevant to the lives and experiences of working-class students. It calls for providing the support
and resources necessary for all students to succeed, acknowledging the systemic inequities that
disproportionately affect working-class communities. Higher expectations are coupled with appropriate support
to help students reach their full potential.

Q4: How can we ensure that teachers trained in this approach maintain their commitment over time?

A4: Sustained commitment requires ongoing professional development, opportunities for collaboration with like-
minded educators, access to supportive networks, and institutional support that values and rewards social
justice work. Creating teacher communities dedicated to this approach and providing opportunities for
mentorship and leadership within schools can help ensure the long-term success of this initiative.

Q5: How can this approach address the specific needs of working-class students of color?
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A5: The approach must explicitly address the intersection of class and race. This requires incorporating anti-
racist pedagogy, understanding the specific historical and ongoing impacts of systemic racism on working-class
communities of color, and centering the voices and experiences of these students and communities. This
includes creating curriculum that reflects their diverse cultural backgrounds and addresses the specific
challenges they face.

Q6: What role do parents and community members play in this approach?

A6: Parents and community members are essential partners. This approach emphasizes collaboration with
families and community organizations. Teachers should actively engage with parents and community members
to develop relationships, build trust, and co-create learning environments that are culturally relevant and
responsive to the needs of all stakeholders.

Q7: How can this approach be adapted to different educational contexts (e.g., rural vs. urban)?

A7: The core principles remain consistent, but the implementation will vary depending on the specific context.
For example, community engagement might look different in a rural setting compared to an urban setting.
However, the focus on critical pedagogy, culturally relevant teaching, and social justice remains crucial
regardless of the location.

Q8: What are the ethical considerations related to this approach?

A8: Ethical considerations include ensuring that students’ voices are genuinely heard and centered, avoiding
tokenism in incorporating cultural aspects into the curriculum, and ensuring that teachers are adequately
prepared to address sensitive issues such as trauma and systemic injustice without causing further harm.
Ongoing reflection and critical self-assessment are essential to maintain ethical practice.

Teacher Education with an Attitude: Cultivating Educators for
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Working-Class Empowerment
For too long, pedagogical systems have overlooked the unique needs of working-class students. A one-size-fits-
all approach to teaching infrequently addresses the intricate realities of their lives, resulting to alienation and
underachievement. This article argues for a radical change in teacher education – a pedagogy with an attitude –
that explicitly prepares educators to enable working-class students to recognize their collective self-interest and
advocate for their own progress. This requires moving beyond simple skill-building and into a more thorough
understanding of social justice and financial empowerment.

This revolutionary approach to teacher preparation refutes the neutral stance often assumed in traditional
education. It admits the intrinsic power structures within the educational system and the broader society, and
furnishes teachers with the tools to challenge these unfairnesses. Instead of simply transmitting information,
this model centers on developing teachers who can assist critical reflection and validation amongst their
students.

Core Components of a Transformative Teacher Education Program:

1. Critical Consciousness: The curriculum must include units on critical pedagogy, social justice, and the
history of class struggle. Future teachers need to comprehend the cultural contexts that shape working-class
students' lives, including the effect of disadvantage, discrimination, and systemic impediments. This insight is
crucial for developing culturally sensitive teaching practices. For instance, case studies of successful community
organizing and labor movements could be analyzed to illustrate the power of collective action.

2. Economic Literacy: The program should integrate elements of economic literacy. Students need to learn
how economic systems work, how wealth is produced and allocated, and the influence of economic policies on
their lives. This understanding is crucial for students to develop an appreciation of their collective self-interest
and advocate for policies that aid their communities.

3. Community Engagement: hands-on experience is necessary. Teacher candidates should involve in
meaningful community projects that link them to the lives of working-class individuals and families. This could
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include serving in community centers, partnering with local associations, or participating in service-learning
undertakings. This personal engagement builds empathy and hands-on skills in community interaction.

4. Pedagogy of Empowerment: The teacher education program should stress instructional approaches that
authorize students. This means moving beyond traditional lecture-based instruction and adopting strategies that
foster student autonomy, cooperation, and thorough thinking. For example, project-based learning, problem-
based learning, and participatory action research can be included to engage students in significant and
applicable ways.

Implementation Strategies:

Successful implementation demands a thorough approach. It needs support from administrators, institutions of
higher education, and teachers themselves. This includes:

Curriculum Redesign: substantial revisions to teacher education curricula are required to incorporate
the core components outlined above.
Faculty Development: Existing faculty need training in critical pedagogy, social justice, and culturally
responsive teaching practices.
Community Partnerships: Strong partnerships with community groups are essential to provide
meaningful chances for community engagement.
Ongoing Support: Beginning teachers need ongoing support and professional training to help them put
into practice these innovative approaches in their classrooms.

In conclusion, preparing teachers to educate working-class students in their collective self-interest necessitates
a fundamental change in teacher education. By adopting a pedagogy with an attitude – one that recognizes
social unfairnesses, empowers students, and fosters critical consciousness – we can cultivate a generation of
educators who are equipped to transform the educational landscape and empower working-class students to
accomplish their full capability.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. Q: Isn't this approach overly political?

A: This approach acknowledges the political nature of education. However, its aim is not to indoctrinate
students but to enable them to critically analyze the world around them and fight for their own needs.

2. Q: How can we ensure this approach is implemented equitably across all schools?

A: Equitable implementation necessitates systemic adjustments at the district and state levels, including
resources for teacher training, curriculum development, and ongoing professional development.

3. Q: How can we measure the success of this approach?

A: Success can be measured through a assortment of indicators, including student achievement, engagement in
school and community activities, and their progress of critical consciousness and civic participation.

4. Q: What role do parents play in this approach?

A: Parental involvement is vital. Schools need to proactively include parents as partners in their children's
education, providing them with resources and chances to participate in school activities and decision-making
processes.
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