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Mazda CX-5 Manual
Transmission Road Test: A
Driver's Perspective

The Mazda CX-5, a popular compact SUV, offers a unique
proposition in the modern automotive landscape: a manual
transmission option. In a world increasingly dominated by
automatics, this makes the manual CX-5 a compelling choice for
driving enthusiasts. This in-depth road test explores the
experience, delving into the performance, handling, fuel economy,
and overall driving dynamics of the Mazda CX-5 manual
transmission. We’ll also cover aspects like clutch feel, gear ratios,
and the overall integration of the manual gearbox within the
vehicle's design.

Driving Dynamics and Performance of
the Mazda CX-5 Manual

The Mazda CX-5 manual transmission offers a rewarding driving
experience that's distinctly different from its automatic
counterpart. The immediacy of the manual gearbox allows for a
more engaged connection with the vehicle. You're actively
participating in the driving process, choosing the gear based on
the driving conditions and desired performance. This level of
control translates into a more spirited and agile feel, especially on
winding roads. The six-speed manual gearbox itself is precise and
well-weighted; the shift throws are short and positive, making for
quick and efficient gear changes. The clutch has a nice
engagement point, requiring minimal effort, preventing leg
fatigue even during long drives. This is especially helpful during
stop-and-go city driving, a key area where many drivers



appreciate a lighter clutch.

This manual transmission CX-5 excels on twisty backroads,
where its precise handling and responsive engine make for an
exhilarating ride. The suspension is well-tuned, offering a good
balance between comfort and agility. The steering is direct and
communicative, providing excellent feedback to the driver. The
overall driving experience is refined and enjoyable, far exceeding
the expectations one might have for a compact SUV.

Fuel Economy and Real-World Usage of
the Mazda CX-5 Manual

While many believe automatics are more fuel-efficient, the Mazda
CX-5 manual transmission fuel economy is surprisingly
competitive. In real-world driving, particularly on highways,
careful gear selection allows for maintaining optimal engine RPM,
leading to comparable or even slightly better fuel economy
compared to the automatic version. Of course, aggressive driving
in a manual will naturally decrease fuel economy, as with any
vehicle. However, the precise control afforded by the manual
transmission allows for optimizing fuel consumption by keeping
the engine within its most efficient RPM range.

Benefits and Drawbacks of Choosing a
Manual Transmission CX-5

Benefits:

e Enhanced Driving Engagement: The manual transmission
provides a more direct and engaging driving experience,
allowing for greater control and driver involvement.

e Improved Handling and Performance: The manual
transmission, coupled with Mazda's renowned handling
characteristics, creates a more agile and sporty driving
experience.

e Potentially Better Fuel Economy: In certain driving
scenarios, particularly highway driving, the manual
transmission can offer comparable or even superior fuel
economy.
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e Lower Purchase Price (Potentially): In some markets, the
manual transmission option might be slightly cheaper than
the automatic variant.

Drawbacks:

e Increased Effort and Attention: Driving a manual
requires more effort and attention, especially in city traffic.

e Steeper Learning Curve: New drivers will need to invest
time and practice to master the skills of operating a manual
transmission.

e Limited Availability: Manual transmissions are becoming
increasingly rare, limiting the availability of the Mazda CX-5
manual.

e Potential for Increased Wear and Tear: The clutch and
transmission components of a manual might experience
higher wear and tear compared to an automatic
transmission under similar use conditions.

Conclusion: Is the Mazda CX-5 Manual
Worth It?

The Mazda CX-5 with a manual transmission offers a unique and
engaging driving experience. It's not simply about practicality; it's
about the visceral connection and control it offers. For driving
enthusiasts who value this type of engagement and appreciate the
nuances of manual gear selection, the CX-5 manual is a rewarding
choice. The refined handling, precise gearbox, and surprisingly
competitive fuel economy make it a compelling package. However,
potential buyers should consider the increased effort and
attention required, as well as the limited availability of manual
transmissions in the current market. The decision ultimately
hinges on individual driving preferences and priorities.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: How difficult is it to learn to drive a Mazda CX-5
manual?

Al: The learning curve varies from person to person. Some
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individuals pick it up quickly, while others require more practice.
However, the Mazda CX-5's relatively light clutch and precise
gear shift make the learning process smoother than in some other
vehicles. Practice in a safe, controlled environment is crucial.

Q2: Does the manual transmission affect the CX-5's off-road
capabilities?

A2: The manual transmission doesn't significantly impact the
CX-5's off-road capabilities. The low-end torque of the engine is
sufficient for most light off-roading tasks, and the manual gearbox
allows for precise control of engine speed and wheel traction.
However, it's important to remember that the CX-5 is a compact
SUV, not a dedicated off-road vehicle.

Q3: What is the expected maintenance for the manual
transmission?

A3: Regular maintenance, as outlined in the owner's manual, is
crucial. This generally includes periodic fluid changes and
inspections. Clutches have a finite lifespan and will eventually
require replacement, but proper driving habits can extend their
life considerably.

Q4: Is the Mazda CX-5 manual transmission suitable for city
driving?

A4: While it requires more attention and effort than an automatic,
the Mazda CX-5's manual transmission is manageable in city
driving. The light clutch and precise shifting make it less tiring
than some other manuals. However, stop-and-go traffic can be
more demanding.

Q5: How does the fuel economy of the manual compare to
the automatic?

A5: In real-world driving, the fuel economy of the manual and
automatic transmissions can be quite similar. However,
aggressive driving in the manual will obviously decrease fuel
efficiency. Careful gear selection in the manual can potentially
lead to slightly better highway fuel economy.
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Q6: Are there any specific driving techniques to maximize
fuel efficiency with the manual transmission?

AG6: Yes, anticipating traffic and driving smoothly are key. Avoid
unnecessary acceleration and braking. Shift up early to maintain
lower RPMs when cruising. Learn to utilize engine braking when
descending hills.

Q7: Where can I find a Mazda CX-5 with a manual
transmission?

A7: Manual transmission options are becoming less common.
Checking with Mazda dealerships directly or searching online
used car marketplaces are the best approaches. Specify “manual
transmission” in your search to filter results effectively.
Availability may vary depending on your region.

Q8: Is there a significant difference in the resale value
between the manual and automatic versions?

A8: Generally, the resale value of a manual transmission Mazda
CX-5 might be slightly lower compared to the automatic version,
simply due to the declining popularity of manual gearboxes.
However, for enthusiasts seeking a specific driving experience,
this may not be a significant factor.

Mazda CX-5 Manual Transmission: A
Road Test Review

The Mazda CX-5, a small SUV that has consistently received
praise for its refined design and lively driving dynamics, offers a
unusual option in the current automotive market: a manual
transmission. In a world increasingly dominated by robotized
gearboxes, the availability of a stick shift in a vehicle of this class
is a refreshing surprise. This thorough road test aims to explore
the driving sensation offered by the Mazda CX-5 manual, judging
its strengths and weaknesses against its competitors and the
norms of the modern SUV market.

Our assessment vehicle was a 2024 model equipped with the
optional six-speed manual transmission. The motor was the
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standard 2.5-liter four-cylinder, generating a sufficient amount of
power for everyday driving. From the moment we selected first
gear, the personality of the car became obvious. This isn’t your old
manual; this is a accurate and enjoyable experience. The throw of
the shifter is precise, offering a distinct click into each gear. The
clutch pedal is well-weighted, providing a fine feel for the bite
point.

While the engine doesn't roar with horsepower, it’s adequate for
most situations. Around town, the manual transmission proves
itself a useful asset, allowing for exact control and efficient fuel
economy. The low-end torque is remarkable, making it
straightforward to navigate stop-and-go traffic without needing to
constantly accelerate the engine. On the open road, however, the
engine’s limitations become more apparent. Overtaking requires a
thoughtful downshift and a more aggressive application of the
throttle.

The CX-5’s handling is another strong point of the driving journey.
The chassis is adjusted for a balance between ease and agility.
The steering is responsive, providing precise feedback, and the
suspension absorbs bumps and roughness in the road with skill.
This blend makes for a fun driving experience, even on less-than-
perfect roads.

However, the driving position could be improved. The cushion felt
slightly uncomfortable for best visibility, especially in town
driving. While adjusting the cushion helps, more headroom might
be appreciated by some operators.

The interior of the CX-5 is refined and nicely-equipped, with good-
quality materials throughout. The infotainment setup is intuitive,
and the controls are conveniently-located. Overall, the cabin feels
premium, outperforming expectations for a vehicle in this price
range. The addition of the manual transmission doesn’t detract
from this luxury feel.

In wrap-up, the Mazda CX-5 with manual transmission offers a
unique and rewarding driving experience. The blend of a precise
manual gearbox, engaging handling, and a comfortable interior
makes it a attractive option for those seeking a different kind of
SUV. While the engine's power might restrict its performance on
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highways and during overtaking, its city driving capabilities and
comprehensive driving pleasure make it a worthy rival. It's a
testament to Mazda's dedication to offering a driver-focused
sensation in a segment often defined by convenience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

¢ Q: Is the Mazda CX-5 manual transmission difficult to
drive?

e A: No, the clutch and shifter are well-designed and provide
a smooth and precise driving experience, even for drivers
with limited manual transmission experience.

* Q: How does fuel economy compare to the automatic
version?

e A: While the difference might be minimal in real-world
driving, the manual transmission potentially offers slightly
better fuel efficiency, especially in city driving due to more
precise engine control.

* Q: Are there any safety features compromised by the
manual transmission?

e A: No, the manual transmission doesn't impact the safety
features of the vehicle. The CX-5 offers a comprehensive
suite of safety technologies regardless of the transmission

type.

¢ Q: Is the manual transmission available on all CX-5
trims?

e A: No, the manual transmission is typically offered on lower
trims to promote affordability and driving engagement.
Check the availability with your local Mazda dealer for the
most current information.
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