
Lesson Plan For
Henny Penny

Henny Penny Lesson
Plan: A
Comprehensive
Guide for Educators
The classic children's tale, *Henny Penny*,
offers a wealth of opportunities for engaging
and enriching lessons across various
educational levels. This comprehensive lesson
plan explores how to leverage this seemingly
simple story to teach crucial skills in literacy,
critical thinking, and social-emotional learning.
We'll delve into different activities and
adaptable lesson plans suitable for preschool,
kindergarten, and early elementary grades,
covering themes like story sequencing,
character analysis, and problem-solving
skills. This guide provides educators with a
rich toolkit for maximizing the educational



Lesson Plan For Henny Penny

Lesson Plan For Henny Penny
2

impact of this beloved fable.

II. Benefits of Using *Henny
Penny* in the Classroom
*Henny Penny* presents a unique opportunity
to engage young learners through a
captivating narrative. The story's inherent
simplicity makes it accessible to a wide range
of ages and reading abilities, while its
underlying themes offer opportunities for
deeper exploration. Some key benefits
include:

Developing Literacy Skills: Reading
aloud fosters phonological awareness,
vocabulary development, and
comprehension skills. The repetitive
nature of the story facilitates
memorization and oral language
development. Younger children can
enjoy listening and participating in
interactive readings, while older children
can engage in more in-depth discussions
of the text. Activities like retelling the
story or sequencing events directly
reinforce these skills.

Boosting Critical Thinking: *Henny
Penny*'s plot, centered on a
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misinterpretation of events and a
resulting chain reaction, provides an
excellent platform for exploring critical
thinking. Students can analyze Henny
Penny's actions, questioning her
assumptions and exploring alternative
solutions. Discussions about cause and
effect, problem-solving, and the
importance of critical evaluation of
information are naturally interwoven
within the narrative.

Fostering Social-Emotional
Learning: The story's characters
showcase a range of emotions and social
interactions. Discussions about Henny
Penny's fear, the fox's deception, and
the reactions of the other animals offer
opportunities to explore empathy,
understanding different perspectives,
and identifying emotions. The story also
provides a framework for discussing
themes of trust, gullibility, and the
importance of critical thinking before
reacting.

Enhancing Creative Expression:
*Henny Penny* lends itself perfectly to
various creative activities. Students can
illustrate scenes from the story, create
puppets and enact the play, write
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alternative endings, or even compose
their own stories inspired by the original
narrative. These activities allow children
to express their understanding of the
story in diverse and imaginative ways.

III. Lesson Plan
Implementation: A Step-by-
Step Approach
This section outlines a sample lesson plan
adaptable for different age groups. Remember
to adjust the complexity and activities based
on your students' developmental levels.

Grade Level: Kindergarten/Early Elementary

Objective: Students will be able to retell the
story of *Henny Penny*, identify the main
characters, and discuss the consequences of
hasty decisions.

Materials: *Henny Penny* storybook, picture
cards depicting key scenes, construction
paper, crayons/markers.

Procedure:

1. Read-Aloud: Engage students with a
dramatic reading of *Henny Penny*, using
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expressive tones and visual aids.

2. Story Discussion: Ask comprehension
questions: "Who are the main characters?",
"What happened at the beginning of the
story?", "What happened at the end?", "Why
did Henny Penny run to the king?".

3. Sequencing Activity: Provide picture
cards depicting key events from the story.
Have students arrange them in the correct
order, reinforcing story sequencing and
comprehension.

4. Character Analysis: Discuss the
characters’ traits. Was Henny Penny wise?
Why or why not? How did the fox behave?
What can we learn from the other animals'
reactions?

5. Creative Activity: Students can draw their
favorite scene from the story, write a sentence
about the story, or create a puppet show
based on the tale.

Grade Level: Preschool

Objective: Students will be able to identify
the main characters and key events in the
story.



Lesson Plan For Henny Penny

Lesson Plan For Henny Penny
6

Procedure: Simplify the above plan, focusing
on visual aids and interactive activities. Use
simpler language and shorter story sessions.
Focus on pointing out the main characters and
repeating key phrases from the story. Use
puppets or flannel board storytelling to make
the experience more engaging.

IV. Adapting the Lesson
Plan for Different Learning
Styles and Needs
The beauty of a story like *Henny Penny* lies
in its adaptability. Incorporate diverse learning
styles and needs through various methods:

Kinesthetic Learners: Use puppets,
role-playing, or movement activities to
engage students physically.
Visual Learners: Utilize picture cards,
illustrations, and videos.
Auditory Learners: Emphasize read-
alouds, discussions, and recordings of
the story.
Students with Special Needs: Adapt
activities to match individual learning
capabilities, offering simplified versions
or alternative tasks. Provide additional
support and scaffolding as needed.
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V. Conclusion: The
Enduring Power of *Henny
Penny*
*Henny Penny*, despite its simplicity, offers a
rich tapestry of learning opportunities. This
lesson plan provides a framework for
educators to use this classic tale effectively,
fostering literacy, critical thinking, and social-
emotional development in their students. By
adapting the activities to suit various age
groups and learning styles, educators can
maximize the impact of this timeless story,
ensuring that its valuable lessons resonate
with every child. Remember to focus on open-
ended discussions that encourage critical
thinking and personal reflection – these are
the true takeaways from this engaging
narrative.

FAQ
Q1: How can I make the *Henny Penny*
lesson plan more engaging for older
students (Grades 3-5)?

A1: For older students, delve deeper into
themes like misinformation, critical evaluation
of information, and consequences of impulsive
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decisions. Explore the story's allegorical
aspects – Henny Penny's gullibility could
represent a larger societal issue like the
spread of false news. Incorporate research and
debate into the lesson plan, encouraging
students to present different perspectives and
defend their reasoning.

Q2: What are some alternative activities
for a *Henny Penny* lesson plan?

A2: Consider creative writing prompts like
writing alternative endings, creating a sequel,
or writing from the perspective of a different
character. Students could also create a comic
strip, design a board game based on the story,
or compose a song or poem inspired by the
narrative.

Q3: How can I assess student learning
after a *Henny Penny* lesson?

A3: Assessments could include oral retelling of
the story, sequencing activities, drawing
assignments showing understanding of key
events or characters, written responses to
comprehension questions, or participation in
class discussions. Observe student
engagement and contributions to assess their
understanding.
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Q4: Are there any cultural considerations
when teaching *Henny Penny*?

A4: Be mindful of cultural differences in
interpretations of the story. The tale's
simplicity often translates well across cultures,
but ensure that the discussion remains
sensitive and respectful of diverse
perspectives. Consider exploring various
versions of the story to see its iterations
across different cultures.

Q5: How can I integrate technology into a
*Henny Penny* lesson?

A5: Use interactive whiteboards to present the
story, create digital storybooks using apps, or
have students create presentations or videos
summarizing the story or their creative
responses. Online resources can also provide
supplementary materials and activities.

Q6: What are the key moral lessons in
*Henny Penny*?

A6: The key moral lessons include the
importance of critical thinking, questioning
assumptions, not jumping to conclusions,
avoiding gullibility, and being wary of
deception. The story also highlights the
dangers of spreading misinformation and the
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importance of verifying information before
acting.

Q7: How can I differentiate instruction for
students who struggle with reading?

A7: Provide audio versions of the story, use
visual supports like picture cards or graphic
organizers, and break down the story into
smaller, more manageable chunks. Pair
struggling readers with more advanced
students for peer support. Focus on oral
retelling and participation in other activities
that don't heavily rely on reading.

Q8: Can *Henny Penny* be used to teach
other subjects besides language arts?

A8: Yes, the story can be integrated into other
subjects. In math, students can use the
characters and events to create addition or
subtraction problems. In science, the story can
be used to discuss weather phenomena. In
social studies, the story could be used to
explore themes of community and
cooperation.

A Comprehensive Lesson
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Plan for "Henny Penny":
Cultivating Critical Thinking
and Literacy Skills
This article outlines a detailed lesson plan for
the classic children's story, "Henny Penny"
(also known as "Chicken Little"). This
seemingly simple tale offers a wealth of
opportunities to foster crucial literacy skills,
enhance critical thinking abilities, and begin
conversations about important social and
emotional concepts. Instead of simply
summarizing the story, this lesson plan
focuses on engaging young learners actively
through a variety of participatory activities.
We’ll explore how to use “Henny Penny” as a
springboard for constructing a deeper grasp of
narrative structure, character analysis, and
theme identification.

I. Objectives & Learning Outcomes:

This lesson plan aims to help students:

Understand the sequence of events in
the story.
Identify the main characters and their
roles.
Examine the characters’ motivations and
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behaviors.
Explore the themes of credulity, fear,
and the importance of critical thinking.
Enhance oral communication skills
through storytelling and discussion.
Boost vocabulary and comprehension
skills.
Use their understanding to create their
own story.

II. Materials:

Copies of "Henny Penny" (either a book
or a printable version).
Pictures or drawings of the characters
and setting.
Art supplies (crayons, markers,
construction paper).
Optional: puppets, flannel board, or
other props for storytelling.

III. Lesson Activities (adapted for various
age groups):

A. Pre-Reading Activities (15-20
minutes):

K-2: Brainstorm what students already
know about chickens. Discuss typical
chicken behaviors and sounds. Show
pictures of chickens in different settings.
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Grades 3-5: Introduce the concept of
fallacies in reasoning. Explore examples
of times when they might have believed
something that wasn't true.

B. Reading the Story (15-20 minutes):

Read the story aloud with animation,
using varied intonation and voice
modulation. Halt occasionally to ask
comprehension questions.
For older students, have them read
sections aloud independently or in small
groups.

C. Post-Reading Activities (30-45
minutes):

Sequencing: Have students retell the
story in their own words, focusing on the
order of events. Younger students can
use picture cards to rearrange the
sequence.
Character Analysis: Discuss the
character traits of Henny Penny and
other characters. Analyze their
motivations. Why did Henny Penny
believe the sky was falling? Why did the
other animals follow her? Use diagrams
to help students represent character
traits.
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Theme Exploration: Discuss the
themes of the story. What lessons can
be learned from Henny Penny's
experience? How can we sidestep being
naive? How can we be more critical
thinkers?
Creative Writing: Have students
create their own story derived from
"Henny Penny". They could write about a
different animal spreading false
information, or they could rewrite the
story with a different ending.
Drama/Role-Playing: Younger
students can enact the story using
puppets or props. Older students can
engage in improvisational scenes
exploring what might have happened if
Henny Penny had questioned the
information she received.

IV. Assessment:

Observe students’ participation in
discussions and activities.
Evaluate their responses to
comprehension questions.
Assess their ability to retell the story
accurately.
Review their creative writing
assignments for understanding of
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characters and themes.

V. Differentiation:

For children with individual needs,
provide modified activities and materials
as needed.
Offer supplementary support for
struggling readers through one-on-one
assistance or small group instruction.
Provide advanced activities for
advanced learners, such as research into
related topics or the creation of a
multimedia presentation.

VI. Extension Activities:

Research other versions of the story
from different cultures.
Contrast "Henny Penny" to other stories
with similar themes.
Write a sequel to the story.

This lesson plan provides a flexible framework
that can be modified to suit different age
groups and learning styles. By engaging
students in a variety of hands-on activities,
educators can help them enhance not only
their literacy skills but also their critical
thinking and problem-solving abilities. The
story of Henny Penny, though seemingly
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simple, holds a wealth of capacity for
enriching the classroom experience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. How can I adapt this lesson plan for
older students? Focus more on the critical
analysis of the story's themes, exploring
concepts like propaganda, misinformation, and
the importance of verifying information before
acting on it. Encourage deeper character
analysis and comparative studies with other
similar narratives.

2. What are some alternative assessment
methods? You could use a short quiz, a
written reflection on the story's themes, or a
creative project like a comic strip or a short
film.

3. How can I make this lesson plan more
engaging for visual learners? Utilize visuals
extensively - picture books, videos, and
interactive online resources. Incorporate art
activities, drama, and role-playing.

4. How can I connect this lesson to other
curriculum areas? You can integrate it with
science (studying chickens), social studies
(exploring different cultural versions of the
story), or art (creating illustrations or puppet
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