
87 Dodge Ram 50 Manual

1987  Dodge  Ram  50  Manual:  A
Comprehensive  Guide
The 1987 Dodge Ram 50, a compact pickup truck built on the Mitsubishi
Mighty Max platform, holds a special place in automotive history. This guide
delves into the intricacies of the 1987 Dodge Ram 50 manual, exploring its
features,  maintenance,  and the overall  experience of  owning this  classic
vehicle. Whether you're a seasoned mechanic, a vintage car enthusiast, or a
new owner seeking information on your Dodge Ram 50 repair manual, this
resource offers valuable insights into this iconic truck. We'll cover topics like
the  1987  Dodge  Ram  50  specifications,  common  issues,  and  how  to
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locate  a  reliable  manual.

Understanding  the  1987  Dodge  Ram  50
Manual
The  1987  Dodge  Ram 50  owner's  manual  isn't  just  a  collection  of
diagrams and specifications; it's your comprehensive guide to understanding
and maintaining your vehicle.  It's the single most important resource for
ensuring your truck runs smoothly and lasts for years to come. Finding a
good copy, whether a physical manual or a digital version, is crucial. Many
online  resources  offer  PDFs  of  older  manuals,  although  verifying  their
accuracy is essential. Dealerships might also have access to digital archives,
although  finding  an  exact  match  for  the  1987  model  can  be  challenging.
Always  compare  multiple  sources  to  ensure  accuracy.
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Key  Features  and  Specifications  of  the  1987
Dodge Ram 50
The  1987  Dodge  Ram  50  offered  a  range  of  features  reflecting  the
technology and design of its era. While lacking the advanced electronics of
modern  trucks,  it  boasted  a  robust  build  quality  and simple  mechanics,
making it relatively easy to maintain. Key specifications often included:

Engine Options:  Typically featured a 2.6L four-cylinder or a more
powerful optional V6 engine, providing a balance of fuel efficiency and
power  depending  on  the  trim  level.  The  precise  engine  specifications
will  vary depending on the exact model and options chosen during
production, emphasizing the need to consult your specific 1987 Dodge
Ram 50 specifications found within your manual.
Drivetrain:  Rear-wheel  drive  (RWD)  was  standard,  offering  good
capability for off-road and towing applications within its limitations.
Transmission:  Manual transmissions were available, contributing to
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the  vehicle's  fuel  efficiency  and  driver  engagement.  This  is  a  key
element  of  many  owner's  positive  experiences  with  the  vehicle,
enhancing the overall driving feel.
Body  Styles:  Offered  in  various  configurations  including  regular  cab
and extended cab, catering to different needs and preferences.
Interior  Features:  Simple  and  functional  interiors  prioritized
practicality, typical of vehicles of the era.

Common Issues and Maintenance Using the
1987 Dodge Ram 50 Manual
Owning a classic vehicle often requires familiarity with basic maintenance
and troubleshooting. The 1987 Dodge Ram 50, while reliable, isn't immune to
common issues. Your Dodge Ram 50 repair manual  will  be invaluable
here. Some common problems include:

Electrical Issues:  Age-related wear can affect electrical components,
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leading  to  problems  with  lighting,  starting,  or  other  systems.  The
manual will guide you through diagnosing these problems.
Rust: Exposure to the elements can lead to rust, particularly in body
panels  and  undercarriage.  Regular  inspections  and  preventative
measures  are  essential.
Engine  Maintenance:  Regular  oil  changes,  tune-ups,  and  other
maintenance as detailed in the manual are crucial for longevity and
optimal performance.
Brake  System:  Proper  brake  maintenance  is  non-negotiable.  The
manual  will  detail  the proper procedures for  brake inspections and
adjustments.

Finding and Utilizing Your 1987 Dodge Ram
50 Manual
The hunt for a 1987 Dodge Ram 50 manual might require some detective
work. Here are some avenues to explore:



87 Dodge Ram 50 Manual

87 Dodge Ram 50 Manual
6

Online Retailers: Websites like eBay or Amazon often sell original or
reproduction manuals. Be cautious about the quality and accuracy of
reproduction manuals.
Online  Forums  and  Communities:  Connect  with  other  Ram  50
owners  online.  They  may have scanned copies  or  know where  to  find
reliable resources.
Dealerships: While unlikely, some dealerships might still have access
to old manuals or digital archives.
Repair Shops: Local mechanics specializing in classic cars might have
access to repair manuals or be able to point you in the right direction.

Conclusion
The 1987 Dodge Ram 50, while a product of a bygone era, retains its charm
and appeal for many. Understanding and utilizing the 1987 Dodge Ram 50
manual is paramount for ensuring the vehicle's longevity and providing an
enjoyable ownership experience. By proactively addressing potential issues
and adhering to the maintenance schedules outlined in the manual, you can
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keep your classic truck on the road for years to come.

FAQ
Q1:  Where  can  I  find  a  digital  copy  of  the  1987  Dodge  Ram  50
manual?

A1: Several online marketplaces and forums dedicated to classic vehicles
may  offer  digital  copies.  However,  always  verify  the  authenticity  and
accuracy of the digital copy before using it for any repairs. Cross-referencing
information from multiple sources is highly recommended.

Q2: My 1987 Dodge Ram 50's engine is making strange noises. What
should I do?

A2: Strange engine noises can indicate a wide range of problems. Consult
your manual's troubleshooting section for potential causes and solutions. If
you  cannot  diagnose  the  issue  yourself,  take  the  vehicle  to  a  qualified
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mechanic  specializing  in  older  vehicles.

Q3: How often should I change the oil in my 1987 Dodge Ram 50?

A3: Your owner's manual will specify the recommended oil change interval.
Generally, older vehicles might benefit from more frequent oil changes than
modern vehicles,  typically every 3,000-5,000 miles,  depending on driving
conditions.

Q4: Are parts for the 1987 Dodge Ram 50 still readily available?

A4: Availability of parts varies. Some common parts are still available through
online retailers or specialized parts suppliers. However, some parts might be
harder  to  find,  requiring  searching  through  multiple  sources  or  considering
restoration or fabrication options.

Q5:  What  are  the  common maintenance  tasks  I  should  perform
regularly?
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A5: Regularly check fluids (oil, coolant, brake fluid), inspect tires for wear and
tear,  and  visually  inspect  the  vehicle  for  any  signs  of  rust  or  damage.
Following your manual's maintenance schedule is crucial.

Q6: Is it difficult to work on a 1987 Dodge Ram 50 myself?

A6: The mechanical simplicity of the 1987 Dodge Ram 50 makes it relatively
easy to work on for those with basic mechanical skills. However, tackling
complex repairs without experience could lead to further damage. Always
consult  your  manual  and  consider  seeking  professional  help  for  more
advanced tasks.

Q7: What is the value of a well-maintained 1987 Dodge Ram 50?

A7: The value depends on several factors, including condition, mileage, and
options. Consulting online resources and valuation guides for classic vehicles
can give you a better estimate.

Q8: Can I use a modern mechanic for my 1987 Dodge Ram 50?
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A8:  While  many  mechanics  can  handle  routine  maintenance,  finding  a
specialist  familiar  with  older  vehicles  might  be  advantageous  for  more
complex repairs. They'll be more likely to possess the necessary experience
and access to appropriate parts for your specific vehicle.

Decoding the Mysteries:  Your Guide to the
1987 Dodge Ram 50 Manual
The 1987 Dodge Ram 50, a small pickup truck that defined an era of rugged
American engineering, remains a cherished classic for many. Understanding
its  inner workings,  however,  requires a deep dive into its  accompanying
manual.  This guide serves as your exhaustive companion, explaining the
intricacies  of  the  1987 Dodge Ram 50  manual  and  empowering  you  to
conquer its details.

The  1987  Dodge  Ram  50  manual  isn't  just  a  compilation  of  technical
specifications;  it's  your  passport  to  discovering  the  capability  of  your  truck.
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It’s  a  {treasure  trove|goldmine|wealth}  of  helpful  advice,  including
everything  from routine  maintenance  to  fixing  complex  malfunctions.  Think
of it as your personal mechanic – always present to offer help.

Let's investigate the important components of this vital document.

Section 1: Understanding the Basics

This section typically presents the basic concepts of driving your Ram 50. It
covers subjects like pre-journey safety checks, responsible driving habits,
and understanding your dashboard gauges. Learning this section thoroughly
is essential for ensuring the security of both yourself and others on the road.

Section 2: Routine Maintenance and Care

This  is  arguably  the  most  important  section.  It  outlines  a  schedule  for
periodic maintenance,  including oil  changes,  fluid top-ups,  tire rotation,  and
brake inspections. Following this counsel diligently will extend the life of your
Ram  50  and  prevent  expensive  repairs  down  the  line.  Think  of  it  as
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preventative medicine for your truck.

Section 3: Troubleshooting and Repairs

This  section  is  your  initial  recourse  when issues  arise.  It  provides  clear
explanations for diagnosing and remedying common malfunctions, ranging
from small problems to more severe mechanical problems. Even if you aren't
a skilled mechanic, the clear pictures and directions can allow you to handle
many repairs yourself, cutting expenses.

Section 4: Specifications and Diagrams

This  section  contains  vital  specifications,  including  engine  details,  wiring
diagrams,  and  system  layouts.  This  information  is  invaluable  for  both
maintenance  and  fixing.  The  diagrams  help  in  pinpointing  components,
making  repairs  easier.

Section 5: Safety Precautions
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Safety should always be the top concern. This section highlights the value of
following safety protocols  when working on your vehicle.  It  outlines safe
working practices, including correct tool application and protective gear.

Conclusion:

The 1987 Dodge Ram 50 manual is more than just a manual; it's a thorough
aid to operating a classic truck. By learning its information, you can prolong
the lifespan of your truck, cut expenses on repairs, and enhance your overall
ownership experience. Treat it as an investment that will provide benefits for
many years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Where can I find a copy of the 1987 Dodge Ram 50 manual?

A1: You can try online marketplace websites, classic car parts dealers, or
online communities dedicated to Dodge vehicles.
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Q2: Is it necessary to have the manual to maintain my truck?

A2: While not strictly mandatory, having the manual is strongly advised. It
provides essential information for maintenance and repair.

Q3: Can I find the manual online for free?

A3: Many parts of the manual might be obtainable online for free through
various means, but a complete, authentic copy is usually a purchased item.

Q4: What if I can't find a manual?

A4:  You can consult with a mechanic skilled with Dodge Ram 50s. They
frequently have access to repair information.
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