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Kiss an Angel by Susan Elizabeth Phillips: A
Heavenly Romance
Susan Elizabeth Phillips’ *Kiss an Angel* isn't just another romance novel; it’s a masterclass in witty banter,
compelling characters, and heartwarming emotional depth. This beloved novel, a staple in the contemporary
romance genre, showcases Phillips’ signature style: a blend of humor, heartfelt emotion, and unforgettable
characters. This article delves into the captivating world of *Kiss an Angel*, exploring its plot, characters, themes,
and lasting impact on the romance genre. We’ll also uncover why it remains a cherished read for many, touching
upon elements such as its romantic comedy aspects and the unique character development Phillips
masterfully employs.

A Synopsis of Heavenly Charm
The story centers around the unlikely pairing of Dinah Miller, a spirited and independent artist, and the enigmatic
and charming hockey player, Nick "the Angel" Trask. Dinah, grappling with a recent heartbreak and a career slump,
finds her world turned upside down when she unexpectedly becomes Nick's temporary roommate. This seemingly
simple arrangement soon explodes into a whirlwind of hilarious misunderstandings, sizzling attraction, and
undeniable chemistry. Nick, known for his captivating charm and on-ice prowess, is initially drawn to Dinah’s fiery
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spirit, while Dinah finds herself captivated by Nick's surprising depth and vulnerability beneath his famous façade.

The initial conflict stems from their vastly different personalities and lifestyles. Dinah, a free spirit with a bohemian
sensibility, clashes with Nick's structured, celebrity lifestyle. This conflict resolution, however, is what fuels much
of the narrative's comedic charm and eventual emotional resonance. The story explores themes of overcoming past
trauma, embracing vulnerability, and the transformative power of love.

Unforgettable Characters: Dinah and Nick
The success of *Kiss an Angel* hinges largely on the captivating dynamic between Dinah and Nick. Dinah's
independent spirit and refusal to be defined by societal expectations resonate deeply with readers. She's a strong
female lead, not afraid to voice her opinions, even if it means clashing with the sometimes arrogant Nick. Her
artistic passion and struggle for self-discovery add layers of complexity to her character.

Nick, despite his "Angel" moniker and undeniable good looks, is far from perfect. His internal struggles with fame,
past relationships, and a lingering fear of commitment add depth to his character. He learns to shed his carefully
constructed persona and embrace his true self through his relationship with Dinah. The character arc of both
Dinah and Nick is incredibly satisfying, as they both undergo significant personal growth throughout the novel.

Humor and Heart: A Perfect Blend
Susan Elizabeth Phillips is celebrated for her ability to blend humor and heartfelt emotion seamlessly. *Kiss an
Angel* is no exception. The novel is brimming with witty dialogue, hilarious situations, and laugh-out-loud
moments. However, beneath the surface of the comedic elements lies a powerful story of self-discovery and
healing. The novel explores themes of grief, overcoming personal insecurities, and the importance of genuine
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connection, all while maintaining its light and engaging tone. The romantic comedy genre is exemplified perfectly
here, balancing humor and emotion to create a truly immersive and unforgettable reading experience.

The Enduring Appeal of *Kiss an Angel*
The enduring popularity of *Kiss an Angel* can be attributed to several factors: the relatable characters, the witty
banter, the heartwarming romance, and the masterful storytelling of Susan Elizabeth Phillips. The novel offers more
than just a romantic escapism; it provides readers with a satisfying and emotionally resonant story that stays with
them long after they finish reading. The novel's blend of humor, romance, and emotional depth makes it a
quintessential example of contemporary romance at its finest. The book's themes of self-acceptance and finding
love in unexpected places continue to resonate with readers today, making it a timeless classic.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is *Kiss an Angel* a standalone novel?

A1: Yes, *Kiss an Angel* is a standalone novel, though it shares some interconnectedness with other books in Susan
Elizabeth Phillips' broader "Chicago Stars" series through references and recurring characters. However, it can be
read and enjoyed completely independently of other books in the series.

Q2: What is the main conflict in the story?

A2: The central conflict revolves around Dinah and Nick's vastly different lifestyles and personalities. Dinah's
independent, artistic nature clashes with Nick's structured celebrity life, creating tension and hilarious
misunderstandings that ultimately bring them closer. Their individual past traumas also play significant roles in
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creating conflict and fueling their personal growth.

Q3: What are the key themes explored in *Kiss an Angel*?

A3: The novel explores themes of overcoming past trauma, embracing vulnerability, finding love in unexpected
places, the importance of self-acceptance, and the transformative power of genuine connection. The contrast
between outward appearances and inner realities is also a prominent theme.

Q4: What makes Susan Elizabeth Phillips' writing style unique?

A4: Phillips is known for her witty and engaging writing style, seamlessly blending humor with heartfelt emotion.
Her dialogue is sharp and realistic, and her characters are both believable and captivating. She masters the art of
creating both funny and emotionally resonant scenes, making her books enjoyable and memorable.

Q5: Is this book suitable for all ages?

A5: While *Kiss an Angel* is primarily a romance novel, it contains some mature themes and mild language that
may not be appropriate for younger readers. It's generally recommended for adult readers.

Q6: How does *Kiss an Angel* compare to other books in the contemporary romance genre?

A6: *Kiss an Angel* stands out for its unique blend of humor, heartfelt emotion, and strong, well-developed
characters. While many contemporary romances focus solely on the romantic relationship, Phillips adds depth by
exploring the characters’ personal growth and inner struggles. This makes the romance more meaningful and
relatable.
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Q7: Where can I find *Kiss an Angel*?

A7: *Kiss an Angel* is widely available for purchase at major bookstores, both online (Amazon, Barnes & Noble) and
in physical stores. It's also available in various ebook formats.

Q8: What is the overall message or moral of the story?

A8: The overall message of *Kiss an Angel* is that true love requires vulnerability, acceptance of imperfections, and
a willingness to overcome personal challenges. It emphasizes the importance of self-discovery and embracing one's
true self to find lasting happiness and fulfilling relationships.

Diving Deep into Susan Elizabeth Phillips' "Kiss an Angel"
Susan Elizabeth Phillips' "Kiss an Angel" isn't just a romance novel; it's a masterclass in witty banter, genuine
connection, and the enduring power of second chances. This endearing novel, part of Phillips' popular Chicago Stars
series, offers more than just a romantic entanglement; it's a exploration of self-discovery, forgiveness, and the
intricacies of human relationships. This article will delve into the narrative, exploring its special elements and the
enduring appeal that continues to enchant readers ages after its publication.

The story centers around the unconventional pairing of Joanna "Jo" Marie "Angel" O'Hara – a feisty, independent,
and incredibly successful sports columnist – and former hockey player and current restauranteur, Liam "Lucky"
O'Connell. Their initial meeting is anything but gentle; it's a clash of temperaments sparked by conflicts and fueled
by mutual attraction they both desperately try to suppress. Jo, wounded by past heartbreaks, has built walls around
her heart, fiercely protecting herself from vulnerability. Lucky, haunted by a painful past, carries his own baggage
of regret.
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Phillips’ masterful storytelling shines through in her talent to craft richly detailed characters. Jo is not your typical
damsel in distress; she's strong-willed, smart, and utterly quirky. Lucky, despite his gruff exterior, possesses a
sensitive soul, masked beneath layers of defensiveness. Their relationship isn't a seamless journey; it's a chaotic
ride filled with passionate arguments, tender moments, and the constant struggle to overcome their individual
demons.

One of the most compelling aspects of "Kiss an Angel" is its examination of belief and forgiveness. Both Jo and
Lucky have been deeply hurt in the past, and their journey towards healing involves confronting their painful
memories and learning to believe in again. The novel doesn't shy away from the challenges of building a healthy
relationship, highlighting the importance of honesty and mutual respect.

Phillips' writing style is special. Her signature blend of witty dialogue and emotional depth keeps the reader
completely immersed. The novel is interspersed with laugh-out-loud moments, but it also explores deeper themes
with sensitivity and empathy. The romantic tension between Jo and Lucky is palpable, building steadily throughout
the narrative, resulting in a satisfying and genuine conclusion.

Beyond the central romance, "Kiss an Angel" offers a lively cast of supporting characters, each with their own
individual personalities and plots. These characters add depth and complexity to the overall narrative, improving
the reading experience. The background of Chicago also plays a significant role, adding a vibrant backdrop to the
story.

In conclusion, "Kiss an Angel" is more than just a love story; it's a reflective novel that explores the complexities of
human relationships, the importance of self-discovery, and the enduring power of love and forgiveness. Phillips'
talented storytelling, witty dialogue, and richly crafted characters make this a truly unforgettable reading
experience. It's a book that will stay with you long after you turn the final page, reminding you of the importance of
welcoming your true self and taking chances on love.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is "Kiss an Angel" a standalone novel or part of a series? "Kiss an Angel" is part of Susan Elizabeth Phillips'
Chicago Stars series, but it can be read as a standalone novel. However, reading the other books in the series will
enrich your understanding of the characters and their relationships.

2. What is the main theme of "Kiss an Angel"? The main themes are second chances, overcoming past
traumas, the complexities of love and relationships, and self-discovery.

3. What makes Susan Elizabeth Phillips' writing style unique? Phillips is known for her witty dialogue,
charming characters, and her ability to blend humor and heartfelt emotion seamlessly. She creates relatable
characters and situations that resonate with readers.

4. Is this book suitable for all readers? While generally considered a romance novel, the book explores mature
themes and contains some suggestive content. Therefore, it might not be appropriate for all readers.

5. Where can I find "Kiss an Angel"? The book is widely available online and in bookstores, both in print and
ebook formats.
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